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From The Sidehnes

Tohe VYEA Summer 2005

Chao Mung Thay C6 va Cac Em Hoc Sinh

Mot mua hé nita lai dén, va ciing 1a mot sy vui mimg dé
duoc théy nhiéu khuén mat cua cac ban hoc cii va méi dén
tham gia mot khoa hoc hé khac cia VYEA. Hy vong tat ca
moi ngudi dugc vui vé. Bay gid dd hoc xong mot phan ba
ciia khoa, va trude khi minh biét tit ca moi chuyén thi
khoéa hoc da xong r0i. Hai tudn déu rat 1 ban ron. Tuan thu
nhit nhu moi nam ¢ nhiéu viéc dé 1am tai vi méi bét dau
khoa hoc; tat ca thiy giéo, phy huynh, va hoc tro chay di
chay lai lung tung. ROi sau tuan dau thi chuong trinh ciia
ngdy phai di hoc lai thay doi tai vi mimg ngay Poc Lap
ciia Nudc My (Fourth of July). Nhung bay gid thi tit ca da
yén 6n va di hoa nhap vao trong sinh hoat binh thuong.

Cubi cung, cho tat ca hoc tro dang doc bai nay thi phai
nh¢ tin huong thoi gian em dang c6 dugc ¢ day. Em cling
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nén nh¢ rang hoc thém nhimng diéu moi mdi ngy va cing mot lac thi cic em ciing phai nhd vui 18n véi ban bé cua
minh. Con vé phan cua phu huynh, xin hay cung vui chung v6i hoc tro trong thoi gian nay va ciing loi dung co hoi
nay dé gitp cac em ndi két chat ché véi ngudn gde dan Viét. Sau cung, v6i bon tuan con lai, con rat nhiéu viéc dé

lam. Chao tam biét; cho dén 1an sau.

- Duy Nguyén 2A-18

SPOTLIGHT ON TEACHER

Cb6 Trinh bit diu day tiéng Viét vao mua hé nim
1997. Ly do thuc day C6 quyét dinh lam c6 gido tir
d6 dén nay 1a do con trai C6, nhitng khudn mat hon
nhién cia cac hoc tro va mudn giup do lam giam
nhimg trach nhiém va mét nhoc cho thay cé gido.
Tai vi ho da trai qua mét ngay di lam trude khi 1én
16p. Trong nhirng ndm vira qua, mdt trong nhing
ky niém ma C6 ¢6 4n tuong sdu sdc nhét 1a L& Man
Khoa nam 2004. Luc trd ve 16p, Co da nhan dugc

mot su bat ngo rat than mat; co nhitng hoc tro & lai
dé doi 6m Co, chup hinh luu niém, va tir gia.

Ngoai day hoc ra, tir mua he 2003, C6 duoc dé cu
dam nhiém chiac Hi¢u Trudng cua cac Lop He
Tiéng Viét. Nhimng nhiém vu ciia C6 gdm c6: chiéu
mo va huén luyén thay cb gido, sip xép 16p cho hoc
sinh, 1am thoi khoa biéu, chuong trinh hoc cho mdi
16p va gitp thanh 1ap hdi phu huynh hoc sinh.

-AnD52A-2 W
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Life As o TA

So what does it really mean to be a TA at
Vietnamese school? I didn’t really know how
®10 answer that when I had just started out. At
first, I was a TA because my parents made me.
They said that just because I had finished sixth
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grade, it didn’t mean that I was going to just stay
home while my sisters went to learn. So like it or
not, I joined the ranks of the Ta’s and was soon
grading papers and going to the copying machine
for my teachers. It wasn’t exactly the most exciting




job in the world, but it was fun to hang around with
friends at break time and rehearsing for the big play
at the end of the year was always interesting.

It was not until recently that [ was made aware of
what a TA is really there for. We are in the
classrooms, not only to help the teachers grade
papers and such, but also to learn how to become
teachers. A teacher once said that we are here to
learn how to teach. We are the next generation that
will pass on our mother tongue to kids who will
then pass it in to future generations. When 1 first
started, I never realized how much of an impact I
could have on the kids that come through the
school, but now that I think about it, it makes sense.
As TA’s we bridge the gap between teachers and
students. Though we may have to do some busy
work, we are ultimately in the classrooms to
prepare ourselves to pass on our knowledge of what
we have learned to future Vietnamese children so
that our mother tongue will not be forgotten.

At the beginning of the summer, the TA’s were
fortunate enough to have a guest speaker, Thay
Diing, come in and speak about his experiences in
over 45 different countries in the world. 1 was
greatly touched by his stories of the Vietnamese
people that he met on his travels. Thay Diing said
that even in countries that were far from Viét Nam,
such as countries in Europe and Africa, he found
Vietnamese people. What I found most interesting
about his stories however, was that all the
Vietnamese people he met were instantly friendly
when they found out that he was Vietnamese. It
didn’t matter that these people didn’t know
anything else about Thay Diing, just the fact that he
was Vietnamese was good enough for them. This is
a great testament to how strong ties between
Vietnamese people are, and should encourage us to
keep teaching. - ThienHuong Pham Dang 3B &

"’ ™\ s
Thé nao 1a phu gido & truong tiéng Viét? That kho
tra 101 cau hoi nay khi t6i méi bit dau lam viéc nay.
Dau tién, ba me t6i bt t6i 1am phu gido, lay 1y do 1a
t6i da hoc xong 16p sau, va khong thé ¢ nha khi cac
em t0i di hoc tiéng Viét. Thich hay khong thi toi
cling da tr¢ thanh phu gido, rdi gitp thay c6 cham
bai, hay nhiing viéc nhu photo copy bai. Lam
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nhiing viéc nay that ra thi khong cé gi thich thu cho
1am, nhung roi ciing thiy vui vui khi gip ban bé
trong gio ra choi, hodc nhitng lic tap kich dé sira
soan cho ngay man khoa.

Cho dén gan ddy, t6i méi that sy hiéu duoc tai sao
t6i can phai 1am phu gido. Chung t6i khong nhing
gitip thay c6 chdm bai hodc nhiing viéc khac, ma
con hoc cac day. C6 mot thiy noi voi ching toi
rang chang t6i 1am & déy 1a dé hoc cach day. Chiing
t6i 1a thé hé ké tiép dé day tiéng me dé cho tré em,
dé rdi nhimg em nay ndi tiép 1am cong viéc nay cho
thé hé ké. Khi méi bat ¢au lam phy gido, toi khong
thdy viéc 1am nay c6 lgi gi, nhung bay gid suy nghi,
t61 mai thdy viéc lam nay c6 1oi.

Té6i dau mua he, cac phy gido dd may mén c6 thay
Nguyén Minh Ding dén no6i vé kinh nghiém cia
thay & hon 45 qubc gia trén thé giéi. Toi rat xuc
dong khi nghe nhitng méu chuyén cua thiy vé
nhirmg nguoi Viét Nam ma thay da gép trong nhiing
chuyén du lich.. Thay Diing noi rang du ¢ nhiing
noi that xa Viét Nam, ching han nhu Au Chau hay
Phi Chau, thiy déu gip dwoc ngudi Viét & nhimng
noi d6. Cé diéu thich thu 1a tit ca nhitng ngudi Viét
thiy gap déu to ra rat than thién khi biét dugc thay
1a ngudi Viét. Ho khong mang 1a ho khong biét gi
vé thay ca, nhung biét thay 1a ngudi Viét 1a da cho
ho rdi. Piéu nay ching to tinh ngudi Viét Rat chat
ché va 1a mot niém khuyén khich chung ta nén tiép
tuc viéc day tiéng Viét.

- Pham Pang Thién Huong 3BE

Day la 1an dAu tién t6i giup day (TA) 16p

z Viét Ngir mua hé nén co hoi hdi hop va

® khong ro minh phai lam gi. Nhung sau khi
gip nhitng TA trong nhém va cac thay co
khéc thi t6i khong con lo nhu lic dau.

Tuén diu c6 mot khong khi nhon nhip; moi nguoi
x0n xao tim 16p va lam quen véi moi trudng. Tuén
thir hai, cac hoc sinh tré nén tap trung trong vi éc
hoc hon. Mot trong nhung ky niém & 16p hoc ma cod
4n tuong sau sac nhat voi toi 1a khi doc truyen cho
cac hoc sinh cua 16p 2A2 nghe. Cac em dau tudi
con nhé nhung rat thdng minh va cd gang lang nghe
d@ hiéu ndi dung cau chuyén va tra 101 cau hoi. Khi
cac em phat am nhiing chu cau déu cb gang danh
van dé doc cho dang; su cb gang nay l1a niém khich
1¢ 16n nhat cho toi.

Vao nhitng tuan t6i, t6i mong rang minh cé thé
hoc hoi thém tir moi ngudi va gitp d& cac thay co
va tao cho cac em hoc sinh mét 16p hé vui vé nhung
van c6 tinh chit gido duc. Mua hé nim nay lam TA
htta hen cho t6i nhitng ky niém va bai hoc kho
queén. -P6An2A-2 W



I've been going to the VYEA
Vietnamese program for 6 years. I

, estarted out in 2B then went up the
following years. 1 would have never

thought of being a TA when I was young. But now
I 'am a TA for the VYEA. I like being a TA because
you get to see the teacher's point of view and how
the students react. Also you get more privileges but
with those privileges there are also responsibilities.
This year I became a TA for the VYEA. Because |
need the community service hours and I’'m helping
the Vietnamese community. I am a TA in class 1B
which is the little kid’s class. That class is fun
because they are all little kids and they'll do
whatever you say most of the time. Sometimes they
won't listen but if you bribe them with stickers
they’ll do it all. So far I am having a very good time
coming to Viet school helping and seeing my
friends. -KevinLé IBH
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More now than ever, we often overlook the
big picture and focus, instead, on minutiae.
oIt is somewhat refreshing, then, to be an
assistant in 1A where we take the time to
step back and review more simplistic things,
enjoying simple indulgences such as stickers.

Each day as Thay Hing’s bell rings ubiquitously
throughout the building, indicating the beginning of
class, all the children rush to their desks. Once
everyone is situated properly, we begin the session
with a traditional salutation of all teachers,
including even the TA. Almost as soon as the
students return to their chairs, they are up and
moving again at Co” Trang’s prompt. They pump
their arms and chant the motto of class 1A, “WE
ARE WINNERS!” Shortly thereafter, they sit back
down with some of their seemingly neverending
adrenaline lost and are finally ready to concentrate
on the subject matter at hand— learning
Vietnamese. Class goes by quickly with a brief
review of homework, pronunciation instruction,
counting practice, and a myriad of sparkly stickers
everywhere.

Before they know it, it is time for recess. They
swiftly get in a single-file line, excited to go out
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and play. I open the door for them, and before I can
even blink, they are all trailing quickly behind Co”
Trang, headed for the great outdoors. As soon as
recess begins, it ends, and the children all return.

Upon the resumption of class, the students -
sometimes together as a whole class, sometimes as
smaller groups - practice singing classics, such as
“Kia Con Buém Vang” and “Con Co Bay La.”
After they are done singing, they all sit quietly at
their desks, coloring in pictures depicting
vocabularly words. Those lucky students who know
what they are coloring with what color are
rewarded with a sticker. Sometimes in the midst of
the peaceful calm, a few will softly break into song,
and before long, the whole class joins in.

The relaxed, jovial atmosphere of class 1A truly
makes it a pleasure to work in. The enthusiasm of
the children is infectious, and it is an invigorating
experience away from the complicated, cold reality
of everyday life into the simple, ingenuous world of
children, whose only worries are whether or not
they get a pretty sticker. - Nicole Bui 1A B

Hon bao gio hét, ta thuong khong thiy chuyén
16n — ma chi thdy cht y dén nhimg cai nho xiu thoi.
Vi vdy, em thay 1a 1am TA trong 16p 1A that [a m&i
la. Trong 16p 1A, chiing em bo thi gio ra vdi nhiing
chuyén don gian, thich tha véi nhitng cai thuong
nhu cai sticker ¢6 hinh.

Mbi ngay khi chudng cta thidy Hung rung khap
truong bao hi¢u gid vao hoc, tat ca cac em bé voi
va vao 16p. Khi moi ngudi da ngdi vao hét, 16p bat
dau bang viéc truyén thdng 1a chao héi cac cb gido
va ca cac TA ludn. Cac hoc sinh vira ngdi xudng thi
lai ding day theo 101 ciia c6 Trang, vung canh tay
va hé khdu hiéu cua 16p 1A: WE ARE WINNERS!
Sau do, hoc sinh méi ngéi xuéng nhu da bot duoc
nhimg chat adrenaline ddy tran, va cudi cing sin
sang hoc. Lép hoc qua nhanh chong, bat dau la
phﬁn xem bai vé nha lam, hoc cach phat am, tap

dém, va stickers 16ng lanh tran khap noi.
1 W |

w4 (WY = .
Chua gi da dén gio ra choi. Cac em nhanh nhen sap
thanh hang mot, hdm h¢ ra choi. Em mo cira cho
méu dira, nhung trong chép mét, tat ca di chay ra
bén ngoai sau chan c6 Trang. Mdi ra choi thi da
dén gi0 vao hoc; tat ca hoc sinh tré vé 16p hoc tiép.



Sau khi tit ca cac em vao 16p, cac em bét dau hat —
doi khi chung ca 16p, doi khi ting nhém nhd —
nhitng bai quen thudc nhu “Kia Con Buém Vang”
hodc “Con Co Bay La”. Khi cac em hat xong, cac
em ngdi & hoc va im lang t6 mau vira hoc chir. Cac
em nao may min biét chon dung mau theo hinh v&
thi dugc thudng mot cai sticker c6 hinh. Thinh
thdang c6 mot, hai em ty minh hat khi vira t6 mau,
va mét chat sau ca lop cung hat theo. Khong khi
théai mai vui vé cia 16p 1A that lam cho nguoi day
that 1a sung suéng. Cac em hing hai qua, lan nhiém
khip noi, cho em mot kinh nghiém séng khoe
manh, xa cach nhitng lanh Iung va phtc tap cua
cudc sdng hang ngay, vao trong thé giéi don gian,
chan that cia tré em, chi lo mdi c6 mot chuyén: co
dugc thudng sticker hay khong!

- Bui Van Nhi Nicole 1AN

Since I was five years old, my summer

r nights revolved around VYEA. I had been

e taking classes up until three years ago

when I decided to become a TA. Because |

had received so much from VYEA, I figured it was

about time I gave back to the teachers and the
program that once taught me.

When 1 first started out as a TA, I didn’t know
what to expect, or what was expected of me. It was
a whole different experience compared to being a
student. For one thing, the number of students in a
class outnumbered the number of teachers and TA’s
by far, about 13:1.

I didn’t know how hard it was to be a teacher. They
had about a month to teach their students something
new, and it didn’t help that they spent about a third
of their time trying to get their students’ attentions.
It would be a lie to say that I wasn’t just like one of
these students back in the day, because, believe me,
I’ve had my share of giving teachers a hard time.
But I’ve grown up and had worn out my seat in the
back of the class. I’ve traded that seat to a much
better, but scarier view in the front. It’s a far
different view from the one in the back of the class,
one that is new and unfamiliar, but I’'m adjusting.

- Hoang Lan Anh 3C B

Page 5 of 5

The VYEA program that educates young
Vietnamese students in the Washington DC
®Metro area during each and every summer
has taught thousands of students about the culture
and language of Vietnam. My experiences at
VYEA have been quite intriguing. I first started my
summer education with VYEA when I was only 7
years old. My first year there was with one of the
most wonderful teachers in the VYEA program, co
Nhit Anh. Her stickers and interesting teaching
techniques made that first year at Viet school quite
fun and entertaining. Now after so many summers
as a student at Viet school, I’ve finally become a
T.A, and it’s now my turn to help out the younger
students who are now starting on their parth at
VYEA. -btic Anh2C ®

I became a T.A. 3 years ago when thay
Nhi Anh told me to be the sound guy (DJ)
®at the graduation event, then told me to
play a lead role in the play “Con Duong
Cai Quan” for the show that summer.
-Bdo Vinh3C H

Having been through the VYEA program, I

can relate to the students I am helping as a

? ®T.A. I can undertand them better than the
teachers, because I have been in the
students shoes. The students learn better when they
are motivated. To motivate them, I have
incorporated multiple games to help them learn and
practice vocabulary words in an exciting and
entertaining way. To best describe my purpose in
the class: I serve as the link between the students
and teachers, because I am able to relate to both
sides. -buc 2CH

7/11/05 9:05 PM — Today I went to my
assigned classroom, 2B. I was intrigued by

® the amount of effort put in by the students.

The teacher was barking A sic A, A huyén

A, etc. The students seemed to either be taking it all
in like a sponge, or else were already asleep. The



first day, I sat in the back grading. A little kid came
running into class, sweat running down his face,
and sat down next to me. When I asked for his
homework, he hadn’t finished it. I remembered all
the times at home I could’ve been at home playing
video games, but instead I had to go to VYEA, so
instead I told him he could turn it in at the end of
class. As the day went on, the kids seemed to think
of me less as a student or teacher but more as a
friend. -Khéi2B H

Life in 2D — On the first day of Viet

‘ school, I was assigned to be TA for

eclass 2D. On my first day, thdy Hung

and c6 Trang were nice to me. Over

the past 2 weeks, I enjoyed reading stories such as

Bu Bu Xa Rac and Méo Lai Hoan Méo, and
grading papers.

This past week, Team Happiness faced off
against The Pretty Purple Ponies to see who could
spell the fastest. It was a very close match, but in
the end, Team Happiness won by spelling “Com
Chién Duong Chau” correctly. The students also
liked to practice their vocabulary by going up to the
board to write (spell) the words. After c6 Mai Trinh
brought in candies, the students became especially
enthusiastic. There are still more weeks left of
Vietnamese school. I hope that the next 4 weeks
will be enjoyable as the past two. - My Linh 2D B

I started first grade at Vietnamese School

‘ when I was five, way back in 1995. After

® 10 years of repeating different grades (my

dad, Théy Nhi Anh, insisted that I stayed

in school for as long as humanly possible) I have
finally graduated and am now a TA.

Being a TA is very different from being a student
in many ways. First of all, you don’t get grades
anymore, which is a hearty relief. Though you do
get the occasional homework assignment here and
an essay there, there is no class ranking. TA’s are
more focused on teaching and helping than on

learning from a book. Being a TA also measn being
able to relax more and enjoy hanging out with
friends you don’t always see during the regular
school year.

However, there are various similarities between
being a TA and being a student. Even though we
are TA’s, we are still learning. While students learn
to read and write, TA’s learn to teach and deal with
students. It is a new experience and is just as
important as learning through what’s written down
in some books. Plus, when you’re a TA, you get
free food! - Candice Chu 4AN

To6i bat dau 16p 1A & Lép He Tiéng Viét luc 5
tudi, ngay tir nam 1995. Sau mudi ndm 1ap lai may
16p (Ba t6i, thay Nhi Anh, cir nhat dinh bat t6i & lai
cang lau cang tot) cudi cling t6i ciing hoc xong va
vay gio toi lam TA.

Lam TA khéac hon hoc sinh nhiéu. Thér nhit, ta
khong co diém, nhu vdy ciing d5. Nhung thinh
thoang ¢ bai hoc, hodc 1a bai viét, khong co xép
hang gi hét. Cac TA tap day va gitp thay c6, hon
hoc tir sach. Lam TA ciing c6 nghia la ta ¢ thé
khoe than hon va duoc choi nhidu véi ban it gap
trong nam.

Nhung 1am TA va di hoc ¢6 nhiéu cai gidng nhau.
Mic du chung t6i 1a TA, ching t6i van con hoc
dugc. Trong khi cac hoc sinh dang hoc doc va viét,
TA hoc cach day va néi chuyén véi cac em. Pay la
mot kinh nghiém méi, va cling quan trong nhu hoc

tr

‘ Reaching out to the Community

cho gigo duc gia dinh va hoc dudng. Phong trao gitp thanh thiéu nién c6 co hoi rén luyén chi khi, biét

l l wéng Pao 1a mot phong trao nham goép phan gido duc thanh thiéu nién tré thanh cong dan tét, bd tac

thao vat dé c6 thé thich nghi v61 moi hoan canh kho khan thyuc té ngoai doi, ¢ tinhﬂ than trach nhiém,
biet tu trong va gilp ich cho cong dong va xa hoi. Huong Dao khong phai 1a mot t6 chuc ton gido va
cling khong nham hau thuan cho bat cr mét doan thé chinh tri nao; tuy nhién phong trao Hudng Pao khuyén khich

doan sinh lam tron bon phan d6i véi tin ngudng va quoc gia.
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KID'S CORNER | Crossword Puzzle

T |2
3
e B
&
7 a
] D i}
12 D
Across i nalel
1. ci 2, ¢ca vol
5. gau 3. cua
7.ths 4. Tau
13 14 8.6 5. doi
10. cliu 6. nai
12. chim 9. ngua vdn
L 13. heo 10. tom
14. dé
- Nicole
Em Bé Qué The Little Country Boy
Pham Duy My Linh 2D

Ai bao chan trau la kho
Chin trdu sudng 1am chi!
Ngoi minh trau, phat ngon c& lau
Va miéng hat nghéu ngao

Vui thu khong quén hoc dau
Nam ddi non gi6é mat

Cét tiéng theo, tiéng lua dang reo
Em d4anh van that mau
Chiéu vang tiéng diéu
Trén bd dé vang xa
Puong vé x6m nha
Chir I, chir to

Lua trdu nhot chudng
Ganh nudc nira 1a xong!
Khoai lti bép nong
Ngon hon la vang!
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Who says that being a cowboy is hard
It’s fun being a cowboy!
Riding a buffalo, holding a grass flag
Singing fun songs
It’s fun but never forget studies
Ride on windy hills
Singing with the sound of the rice fields
I spell very fast
=T - The sound of the kite in the afternoon
On faraway rice field
The road back home
Spelling the i’s and the t’s
Put the buffalo in its pen
Fill the water bucket, and I’m done
Roast the potato
It tastes the best




Hoc Sinh VYEA 2005 nhu thé nao ?

=A Profile of VYEA 2005 students - candice chu YA

Tén Ho Nguoi Viét VYEA 2005
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Tran Huynh Leé Nguyén Pham Phan Others
Tén Ho

Trong s6 hon 350 hoc sinh Lép Hé Tiéng Viét VYEA 2005, hon 100 hoc sinh mang ho Nguyén. K& dén 1a ho

Trén (28), Huynh (18), Phan (15), Pham (13). Tt ca cac ho khac gdm ¢ 150 hoc sinh.

TuédiHoc Sinh

Lop

Tudi Hoc Sinh, AVERAGE ------- Tudi Hoc Sinh, MIN

‘ — — —-Tudi Hoc Sinh, MIN

Nam nay truong co 14 [op, tir 14 dé’n, 6A. Tén cua lop mang mot con $6 1,2, ... ld theo sirc hoc. Sau con 56 la
mot chiv (4, B, ...) la dé chi khodng tuoi cua hoc sinh trong [6p. Sau chit do la mot so nita, dé chi cac lop khac

nhau phai chia ra vi dong quad. (TNA)

Theo hinh trén :

- Tudi trung binh 16p 1A 14 6 tudi, trung binh 16p 1B va 2A-1 13 8 tudi, cta 2B 1a 10 tudi, van van.

- Lé6p 2D 16n tudi nhat, trung binh 1a 17 tudi, con hon 16p 6A nita
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